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13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do 
good? 14 But even if you should suffer for what is right, 
you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats[a]; do not be 
frightened.”[b] 15 But in your hearts revere Christ as 
Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone 
who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you 
have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 
keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak 
maliciously against your good behaviour in Christ may 
be ashamed of their slander. 17 For it is better, if it is 
God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.
1 Peter 3:13-17 



1 Peter 4  - Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, 
arm yourselves also with the same attitude, because 
whoever suffers in the body is done with sin. 2 As a result, 
they do not live the rest of their earthly lives for evil 
human desires, but rather for the will of God. 3 For you 
have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans 
choose to do—living in debauchery, lust, drunkenness, 
orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry. 4 They are 
surprised that you do not join them in their reckless, wild 
living, and they heap abuse on you. 5 But they will have to 
give account to him who is ready to judge the living and 
the dead.  



6 For this is the reason the gospel was preached 
even to those who are now dead, so that they 
might be judged according to human standards in 
regard to the body, but live according to God in 
regard to the spirit.

7 The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert 
and of sober mind so that you may pray. 8 Above 
all, love each other deeply, because love covers 
over a multitude of sins. 9 Offer hospitality to one 
another without grumbling. 



10 Each of you should use whatever gift you have 
received to serve others, as faithful stewards of 
God’s grace in its various forms. 11 If anyone 
speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the 
very words of God. If anyone serves, they should 
do so with the strength God provides, so that in 
all things God may be praised through Jesus 
Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever 
and ever. Amen.



12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery 
ordeal that has come on you to test you, as 
though something strange were happening to 
you. 13 But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in 
the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be 
overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are 
insulted because of the name of Christ, you are 
blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on 
you. 15 If you suffer, it should not be as a 
murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or 
even as a meddler.



16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be 
ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. 17 
For it is time for judgment to begin with God’s 
household; and if it begins with us, what will the 
outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of 
God? 18 And,

“If it is hard for the righteous to be saved,

what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?”[a]

19 So then, those who suffer according to God’s will 
should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and 
continue to do good.



1 Peter 5:8-11   8 Be alert and of sober mind. Your 
enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion 
looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, standing 
firm in the faith, because you know that the family of 
believers throughout the world is undergoing the same 
kind of sufferings. 10 And the God of all grace, who 
called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have 
suffered a little while, will himself restore you and 
make you strong, firm and steadfast. 11 To him be the 
power for ever and ever. Amen.



1 Peter 4:15

If you suffer, it should not be as a 
murderer or thief or any other kind of 
criminal, or even as a meddler.





1BE READY

2DON’T BE SURPRISED

3KNOW YOUR ENEMY

4LEAVE THE FRAGRANCE OF JESUS
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Suffering is the normal experience for Christians 
because the world is to them an alien land.

4:13  - But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the 
sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed 

when his glory is revealed. 

4:14 - If you are insulted because of the name of 
Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of 

God rests on you.



James 1
2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters,[a] 
whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because 
you know that the testing of your faith produces 
perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its work so 
that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything.



Matthew 5:11
“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute 
you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you 
because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because 
great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way 
they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you…..”



John 15
18 “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it 
hated me first. 19 If you belonged to the world, it 
would love you as its own. As it is, you do not 
belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of 
the world. That is why the world hates you. 20 
Remember what I told you: ‘A servant is not greater 
than his master.’[b] If they persecuted me, they will 
persecute you also. 
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1 Peter 5:8-9
8 Be alert and of sober 
mind. Your enemy the devil 
prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to 
devour. 9 Resist him, standing 
firm in the faith, because you 
know that the family of 
believers throughout the world 
is undergoing the same kind of 
sufferings.
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1 Peter 4:7-10 
7 The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert 
and of sober mind so that you may pray. 8 Above 
all, love each other deeply, because love covers 
over a multitude of sins. 9 Offer hospitality to one 
another without grumbling. 10 Each of you should 
use whatever gift you have received to serve 
others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its 
various forms.



1BE READY
2DON’T BE SURPRISED
3KNOW YOUR ENEMY

4 LEAVE THE FRAGRANCE 
OF JESUS


