
The Church: who are we?
Philippians 3:17-4:1



Standing Firm:Together





Philippians 3:17-4:1 New International Version

17 Join together in following my example, brothers 
and sisters, and just as you have us as a model, 
keep your eyes on those who live as we do. 



18 For, as I have often told you before and now tell 
you again even with tears, many live as enemies of 
the cross of Christ. 19 Their destiny is destruction, 
their god is their stomach, and their glory is in 
their shame. Their mind is set on earthly things.



20But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly 
await a Saviour from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
21 who, by the power that enables him to bring 
everything under his control, will transform our 
lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious 
body.
4 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, you whom I 
love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in 
the Lord in this way, dear friends!



Citizenship 
carries 
Privileges



17 Join 
together in 
following my 
example, 
brothers and 
sisters,



1 Timothy 4:12

“Be an example to those who believe, in 
word, in your way of life, in love, in 

spirit and in purity.”





1 Thessalonians 1:6-7

You became imitators of us and of the 
Lord, for you welcomed the message in 
the midst of severe suffering with the 

joy given by the Holy Spirit, And so you 
became a model to all the believers in 

Macedonia and Achaia.



Philippians 3:17 (NT Wright)

“So, my dear family, I want you, all 
together, to watch what I do and copy me. 

You’ve got us as a pattern of behaviour: pay 
careful attention to people who follow it”.









I plead with Euodia and I plead with Syntyche

to be of the same mind in the LORD. 3Yes, and I 

ask you, my true companion, help these 

women since they have contended at my side 

in the cause of the gospel, along with Clement 

and the rest of my co-workers, whose names 
are in the book of life.

Philippians 4:2-9



Be of 
the 
same 
mind  
in the 
Lord



4Rejoice in the LORD always. I will say it again: 

Rejoice! 5Let your gentleness be evident to all. 

The LORD is near. 
6Do not be anxious about anything, but in 

every situation, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 
7And the peace of God, which transcends all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus. 



Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, 

whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever 

is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 

admirable-if anything is excellent or 

praiseworthy-think about such things. 
9Whatever you have learned or received or 

heard from me, or seen in me-put it into 

practice. And the God of peace will be with 
you.







Remember you 
have 24/7 access 
to the throne 
room of God





“ When gratitude is understood as the proper 
response to the mighty acts of God, gratitude is 
expressed by the way the covenant people conduct 
their lives.  Gratitude , therefore, does not simply 
point to the inner disposition of an individual but it 
changes his or her life and thereby affects the 
relationship between the disciple and God
David W Pao, Thanksgiving 



Remember you 
have 24/7 access 
to the throne 
room of God



truth

noble

pure

lovely



“.. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus …… practice these things , 
and the God of peace will be with you.

Philippians 4:7 & 9b


